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HEADLINES
US, China agree
to landmark
climate deal

In Wednesday’s historic deal, China
and the U.S. agreed to cap and reduce
their carbon emissions while increasing
the use of renewable energy. Page 3

Kidnapped

Hear from two Taylor students
who have been kidnapped and
lived to tell the tale. Page 4

Journey to the stars

“Interstellar” is an intellectual and
visual treat for moviegoers, despite some
clunky ideas and dialogue. Page 6

Death to the
death penalty

Though a majority of Americans favor the
death penalty, it actually costs more than
keeping the convicts in prison. Page 7

One goal short

Taylor comes just short in the Crossroads
League semifinals at home to the
underdog Maple Leafs. Page 8

WEEKEND WEATHER

Today

32°
20°

Saturday

33°
27°

Sunday

35°
22°
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Devin Moore, Tyler Garcia, Caleb Stevenson, Scott King and Samuel Bolds prepare for the drone to take off into the Upland skies.

Groundbreaking technology
comes to campus
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

Taylor’s own Eye of Sauron towers
over the heart of campus. We’re used

to it. But drones? As in Star Wars
drones?
It’s true.
These are the drones you’re looking
for. Or at least, these are the drones
our very own computer science students are programming here in the
cornfields of Upland.

The group responsible for the project consists of seniors Sam Bolds,
Scott King, Tyler Garcia, Devin Moore
and Caleb Stevenson.
Delivered in October, the drones—
flying vehicles carrying sensors and
cameras—were originally intended for use in classes. The research

Café hopes to open
in Upland soon
Katelyn S. Irons
Photojournalist

Coffee, culture and craft are coming
to Upland.
The Bridge Café, projected to open
this spring, will offer coffee, lunches
and European-style baked goods.
The project is backed by Nicholas

Kerton-Johnson, associate professor of political science and international relations, and his wife, Cathy
Kerton-Johnson.
“As a family, we hope this project
will be something that helps catalyze
a unified culture in our small town,
which at the moment has many fragmented communities,” Cathy Kerton-Johnson said. “We see our role
as pioneers in starting a business in
a downtown district that has been

slowly dying. While there are many
people working to prevent this downtrend, we believe we can be an important part of the downtown revival.”
The Kerton-Johnsons come from
Cape Town, South Africa, and lived
for six years in England before choosing Upland as their home. They want
The Bridge to be a connecting point
in the Upland community.
“It will be like taking little bits
and pieces of culture in Upland and
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team saw potential in programming
the drones, and developed them
into a project for their directed research course.
One goal of the project is to enable
computer science students to simplify complex commands in order

Photograph provided by Kerton-Johnson family

The Bridge Café will bring food, music and art to the Upland community. Its Kickstarter campaign needs to raise $6,000 for the cafe to open.
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bringing it together all in one place
so that people can get a taste of what
Upland is as a whole in one area,” senior and student connections manager for the project Amanda Roden said.
Roden currently connects students
with artistic or musical talents to
The Bridge.
“You won’t just be studying there,”
Roden said. “You’ll be seeing artwork
on the walls and musicians come in
and perform there; there will be poetry readings.”
Roden also pointed out the convenience of having a coffee shop so close
to campus, as many students currently drive to Gas City or Marion for a
quiet spot to study.
Cathy Kerton-Johnson ran a small
baking and catering business during
her college career and recently
worked as the business manager at
Payne’s Restaurant in Gas City.
“Since I was very young I have
had a dream of owning a shop that
sold beautiful things,” she said. “The
Bridge will be the culmination of all
the things that I love, as well as meeting a need in a community I love.”
Last week, the Kerton-Johnsons began a Kickstarter fund, which offers
rewards (like one free coffee a week
for a year) to donors. The Kickstarter already has 79 backers with $6,124
pledged of its $6,000 starting goal.
This money will fund the down payment on the building located at 230 N.
Main Street, right across the bridge in
Upland, by Subway. The kitchen is already fully functional, and catering will
begin as soon as the building is acquired.
The fundraiser ends on Monday at
12:45 p.m. Check out the project at
bit.ly/the-bridge-upland.
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“I do feel that, for the most part, Taylor’s campus
is accessible, but of course—like all places—there
will be flaws in the infrastructure.”
Hidden challenges
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Internet mourns loss of celebrity
lemur Zoboomafoo
abcnews.com

Obama plans to shield up to 5 million
immigrants from deportation
nytimes.com

Russia flexes muscles with long-range
bomber flights near U.S. shores
cnn.com

U.S. sailors attacked in Turkey,
have bags placed over heads
cnn.com

‘Paris tiger’: Big cat loose near
French capital - report
bbc.com

The takeover continued from page 1

machines with sonar and hope to later add a camera.
One issue the team has run into
while testing has been walls—whether that is physically running into them
or dealing with mental limitations.
However, the obstacles the students
have faced have taught them the importance of improvising when testing
in the real world.
“Our flights never go as planned,
and we are constantly rewriting our
program during field testing because

minorly rough landings can result in
damage to the copter,” Bolds said.
“One benefit to this is we have learned
inside and out how the copter is put
together, and I could take it apart and
put it back together in under 20 minutes if I had to.”
Drones could potentially be integrated into many different industries.
One recent idea is a same-day delivery service for Amazon. Other discussions include the usage of drones in
the pizza delivery service.

While Bolds does not believe these
uses for drones will become a reality,
there are areas in which the usage of
drones may be more practical, such as
mapping in agricultural and industrial construction applications. Drones,
along with a single human operator,
could be used to map a building site
to check the integrity of blueprints
before they even arrive.
“I could also see drones being used
for government surveillance, perhaps
even traffic stops,” Bolds said.

Always eager to merge technology
and creative design, Bolds dreams of
one day putting his skills to work for
Disney’s Imagineering, which has experimented with the idea of drones in
some of their theme park attractions.
While the idea of drones is essentially basic, the reality of the technology provides a tool that could
revolutionize the world we live in. But
don’t hold your breath for any flying
pizza. That may still be left to the delivery boy.

other bots and recognize and respond to various moves independent of a controller.
An international RoboCup competition allows teams of these robots to play soccer against each
other with a golf ball. RoboCup’s
official goal is to create a team of
robots that could beat the winners
of the World Cup by 2050.
“(Our goal is) in about two more
years to be able to submit a team
for the international competition,”
White said.

ELEO satellite will complete an orbit every 90 minutes, with a speed
of five miles per second.

to create a more efficient flight program. For instance, they hope to decrease the number of steps required
for a simple command such as “fly upward 10 meters” from 100 to one.
The students also hope to add
graphic processing capability, which
would allow the drone to fly through
a room and map it in real time—ultimately enabling the drone to fly
and avoid hitting walls. To accomplish this, they equipped one of their

Taylor A.I. flying high
CSE department highlights
several major projects

Ellen Hershberger
Contributor

Photograph provided by Taylor University Science Department

The RoboCup 2D scores a goal in computer science and engineering.

Artificial intelligence (A.I.) is
reaching new heights in Taylor’s
computer science and engineering
department (CSE) as drones and
satellites take to the sky, students
develop soccer-playing robots and
mission trip planning progresses.
Department head Art White gave
a brief overview of these three major projects.

RoboCup 2D
Imagine a world where robots
play soccer rather than take over
the world. This world exists in the
CSE Department. Last summer, current junior Keith Bauson and senior
Adam Keenan had major breakthroughs in developing computer
software that will eventually program can-sized robots to coordinate plays, communicate between

ELEO Satellite
In another competition against
nine other graduate schools, several Taylor CSE students are creating the design for an Extremely
Low Earth Orbit (ELEO) satellite.
The launch is to take place during
the 2015–16 academic year.
White said the satellite will be
equipped with various scientific instruments to take measurements as it orbits from 90 to 250
kilometers above the earth. The

Thailand Mission Trip
The Taylor Center for Missions
Computing will send a team of 19 juniors and seniors from Taylor’s CSE
Department to Chiang Mai, Thailand
during J-Term 2015.
This three-week trip, led by
computer science professor Tom
Nurkkala, will focus on software
programming for Wycliffe Bible
Translators. They aim to create a
less-complex program so the organization can accelerate the translation process.
The department encourages student involvement with these projects to gain experience for their area
of interest.
“We’re always interested in finding projects for our students that
are real world and involve practical, hands-on application of what
they’re learning in the classroom,”
White said.

Photograph provided by Computer Science and Engineering Department
Photograph provided by Computer Science and Engineering Department

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Taylor students will enter their satellite in a national competition against nine other graduate schools.

Hidden challenges
Taylor’s campus isn’t
accessible for everyone
Elizabeth Syson
Photojournalist

For some students, the Taylor experience involves factors few others ever
consider. The greatest struggle for
many students is remembering that
nine-page paper due next week; for
others, just reaching the classroom
may be a triumph.
Students with disabilities face daily
challenges on Taylor’s campus. Many
automatic doors don’t open, leaving
them locked out of buildings. For
those who are visually impaired, taking notes is almost impossible.
Taylor is required to make some
accommodations for students with
disabilities, under the direction of
the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). These provisions include ramps, automatic doors and

wheelchair-accessible bathroom
stalls, as well as academic requirements such as increased testing time.
Despite the specific rules, the ADA
only requires Taylor to adhere to the
bare minimum, according to Dean
of Students Skip Trudeau. However,
with its most recent building projects
such as Euler and Breuninger, the university has moved toward ADA-friendly standards.
“We always have to keep (ADA standards) in mind when we’re building,”
Trudeau said.
While Taylor makes a conscious effort to provide easy-access facilities
for those with disabilities, some students still feel a lack of support.
Leg surgery left senior John Leman
in a wheelchair for three weeks. He
discovered the aesthetically pleasing
design of campus, with buildings scattered and spread out from each other,
makes it especially difficult for disabled students to navigate campus.

“I do feel that, for the most part,
Taylor’s campus is accessible, but of
course—like all places—there will
be flaws in the infrastructure,” Leman said.
Leman remembers hopping up the
stairs of Odle on one leg to reach a
class because the entrance did not
have an elevator.
Leman isn’t the only one struggling
around campus. Sophomore Ariel
Ramirez suffers from rod-cone dystrophy. Her rods (the part of the eye that
registers motion, controls peripheral
vision and sees in the dark) and cones
(the part that sees in daylight, recognizes color and identifies details) are
failing, leaving her 91 percent blind.
“In class, it is hard to keep up with
everyone, because I can’t see what’s
on the board or screen,” Ramirez
said. “I can’t see normal font either,
so when everyone is looking at their
textbooks, I just have to sit there because everything for me is on audio.”
The condition is progressive. Eventually, she will lose her sight entirely.
For now, she navigates campus with
a cane and records lectures.

CSE students will travel to Thailand for a mission trip over J-term.

She has a notetaker in every class
and is allowed time and a half for tests.
Thanks to wide sidewalks, getting to
buildings poses less of a difficulty than
finding classrooms once inside—not
all buildings have elevators in plain
sight. She struggles to climb stairs.
“I can pretty much get around
campus pretty well,” Ramirez said.
“The paved sidewalks are extra

helpful. Last year, it was a struggle
to get around with the gravel and
dirt sidewalks.”
The paved sidewalks are one way Taylor is moving from mere compliance to
genuine concern. Trudeau said the new
campus center is designed with accessibility as a priority.
“Compliance is the minimum; friendly is the right thing to do,” Trudeau said.

Auto services
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Serving the Taylor Community for over 50 years
Just a short drive from Upland

Check out our selection of late model pre-owned vehicles
765-348-3410 • www.hugginsshowroom.com
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Rebel groups that once supported
former Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi now fight independently in
pursuit of power and oil revenues
Libyan militia seizes major oil field
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US, China agree to landmark climate deal

World’s two largest
economies agree to cap,
reduce carbon emissions
Joe Friedrichsen
World & National Editor

Photograph provided by Dr. Carmen Russoniello

Star Wars’ Force being
used for thought control
to cure headaches and
epilepsy (UK Mirror)

Photograph provided by Joe Skipper

Years of tracking giant snails
costs Florida taxpayers
millions (Tampa Bay Times)

Photograph provided by Chanel Wheeler

Arctic Storm Has
Colorado Shoveling...
Tumbleweed (ABC News)

President Barack Obama and Chinese President Xi Jinping struck an
ambitious deal on Wednesday at the
Asia-Pacific Economic Forum. The
two countries agreed to cap carbon
emissions and increase the use of renewable energy.
China, the world’s largest emitter
of greenhouse gases, committed to
capping carbon emissions by 2030,
The Washington Post reported. This
is the first pledge of its kind China has
made. China aims to get 20 percent of
its energy from renewable resources
by the same year.
For the U.S., Obama unveiled goals
to cut emissions by 26 to 28 percent
from 2005 levels by 2025. Together,
the U.S. and China account for about
45 percent of the world’s greenhouse
gas emissions.
The U.N.’s climate change chief,
Christiana Figueres, said the China-U.S. deal is great news for next
year’s Paris climate summit. This
comes following the European
Union’s (EU) pledge last month to
cut emissions 40 percent by 2030, reported The Guardian. The EU is the
world’s third-largest emitter. With
the top three carbon-emitters promising plans to reduce their pollution,
pressure will build on other countries,
such as India, Russia and Japan, to announce their own targets.
Michael Levi, an expert on energy,
security and climate at the Council
on Foreign Relations, saw the news as
a sign that China is approaching international climate diplomacy more
constructively than before.
Despite their promises, the U.S. and
China will have a difficult time meeting their goals.

Photograph provided by The Associated Press

China is approaching climate diplomacy more constructively than before by agreeing to reduce carbon emissions beginning in 2030.

According to The Washington
Post, coal still fuels about 80 percent of China’s electricity and heavy
industries like the steel and cement
industries.
In addition, China has agreed to
provide another 800 to 1,000 gigawatts of nuclear, wind, solar and
other zero-emission generation capacity by 2030. But that amount of
zero-emission output still exceeds
all coal-fired power plants in China
today and nearly equals the U.S.’s total electricity generating capacity, reported CNN.
Moving away from a coal-driven
economy will require China to transform the very makeup of its industrial
capability, reported The Washington Post.
Back in Washington, the New York
Times reported Obama administration officials acknowledged the
president could face opposition

Libyan militia seizes
major oil field
Photograph provided by Roxanegay.com

Gun Pointed During
Argument Over Battleship
Game (ABC News)

Photograph provided by Latest Today.com

Man Rescued From
Colorado Department
Store’s Walls (ABC News)

Rival government captures
major oil field for its revenue
Julia Camara
Staff Writer

Libya’s political conflict swelled Monday when a competing Libyan government captured a major oil field
in its bid to win the battle for power and legitimacy as Libya’s official government.
One of the factions backing the rival government, a militia coalition
called Fajr Libya or Libyan Dawn, is
the group behind the seizure of El
Sharara, Libya’s largest oil field, the
Wall Street Journal reported.
In August, Libyan Dawn took

control of Tripoli, Libya’s capital,
and organized its own government.
According to The Washington Post,
Libya’s internationally recognized
government—led by Prime Minister Abdullah al-Thani and his parliament—fled to the east of the country,
where they now rule from a small port
city called Tobruk.
As a result of the attack, El Sharara’s oil production is expected to
drop from 800,000 to 200,000 barrels a day, stated The Africa Report.
The oil field acts as a main source
of government revenue for Libya’s $47 billion annual budget, Reuters reported.
In addition, roughly 79 percent of
Libya’s export revenue comes from

to his carbon emission reduction
plans from a Republican-controlled
Congress.
A sizable proportion of Obama’s
reduction promises depend on cutting carbon pollution from coal-fired
plants, reported CBS News.
Nevertheless, Republicans could
derail Obama’s emission reduction
plans by using their congressional
majority to try rolling back some of
Obama’s initiatives, undermining
the U.S’s ability to meet new reduction targets, according to The New
York Times. Using their control of
Congress, Republicans also want to
scale back the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability to limit carbon
emissions from power plants—an important part of Obama’s climate action plan.
For the U.S. to meet its goals, it
needs to double the pace of its carbon
pollution reduction from an average

of 1.2 percent per year to 2.3 percent
from 2005 to 2020 and to 2.8 percent
per year between 2020 and 2025, reported the Washington Post.
The climate agreement tops off a
productive trip that also resulted in
China and the U.S. approving a military agreement designed to avert
inadvertent clashes off the Chinese
coast between American and Chinese
aircraft and warships.
According to the Washington
Post, both countries also agreed to
eliminate tariffs on dozens of hightech products.
U.S. Trade Representative Michael
Froman told reporters in Beijing the
recent agreements are encouraging
news for the U.S.-China relationship.
Froman believes the cooperation
shows that the U.S. and China can
work together to support their bilateral economic system and support a
multilateral trading system.

crude oil, which brought in around
$4 billion per month of net revenues
in 2012, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.
Furthermore, Libya’s oil industry
yields 1.4 million barrels of oil a day,
The Africa Report stated. Libya expected this production rate would
result in lower gasoline prices worldwide. However, fighting between rival governments and militias has led
to uncertainty in the global market.
As fighting continues, no assurance
can be offered regarding consistent
oil outputs.
According to North Africa analyst
Geoffrey Howard at Control Risks: a
global risk and strategic consulting
firm, Western powers’ opposition to
the rival Libyan government could
hinder Libya’s ability to export oil.
“We could potentially see sanctions
imposed if Islamist groups take control of facilities, and then Libya will
struggle to attract credible buyers,”
Howard said.

Since June, infighting between Libyan towns and tribes has wreaked
heavy damage on the country’s economy. The attack on the El Sharara oil
field is only causing more trouble
economically since El Sharara sits in
southern Libya, the poorest area in
the country, Reuters reported.
Libya’s recent conflict began in September as a result of the Libyan government’s inability to control militias.
Rebel groups that once supported former Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi now fight independently in pursuit
of power and oil revenues, Al Arabiya
News reported.
This clash of rival governments
and militias competing for control of
the country depicts post-revolution
Libya. Since the removal of Gaddafi,
fighting has scarred the country.
In the midst of the bedlam, Libya’s fragile government struggles to
shield the country’s oil facilities from
the fighting.

AROUND

THE WORLD
In a first for space exploration, a European probe
landed on a comet despite technical problems.
(Reuters)

Senate Democrats are abandoning efforts
to block legislation to build the Keystone XL
pipeline in hopes of helping Louisiana Sen.
Mary Landrieu keep her seat. Republicans responded by scheduling a Thursday vote in the
House. (Al Jazeera)
Photograph provided by Jonathan Holmes

Photograph provided by The Hayride user MacAoidh

Photograph provided by Reuters

President Barack Obama asked his national
security team for another review of the U.S.’s
ISIL policy toward Syria. This comes after
the realization that ISIL may not be defeated without a political transition in Syria and
the removal of President Bashar al-Assad.
(CNN)

Three clinical trials seeking an effective treatment for Ebola patients will start in West Africa next
month. Researchers will test two
antiviral drugs along with blood
and plasma therapy. (UPI)
Photograph provided by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

In the capital of the southwestern state of
Guerrero, demonstrators set fire to the local legislature building on Wednesday over
the massacre of 43 students by corrupt police and thugs from drug gangs.
(Reuters)
Photograph provided by AP Photo user Alejandrino Gonzalez

Graphic by Drew Hanagan
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Against the odds but in
line with a greater plan
Lindsay Robinson
L&T Co-Editor

Snow covered the roads in uncertainty, mimicking the perils that awaited Rod and Donna Boatwright when
they reached the delivery room. In
the midst of a snowstorm, Donna
grabbed her delivery bag, snatched
baby clothes and hurried to her brother-in-law’s car. She had not been given an ultrasound or any other tests to
see her unborn child, but something
told her she would not be bringing a
baby home this time.
The Boatwrights’ 36-year love story began when they started dating
in seventh grade. Together, between
knowing looks and half-finished sentences, they seem to speak their own
language, as became apparent as they
told their stories.
Their paths seemed destined to collide. As kids, they went sledding on
the same hill and lived in the same
house at different points in their
childhoods.
“He made me laugh,” Donna said,
remembering the first time she saw
him walk into her homeroom.
The couple shared another similarity: both came from families with troubled relationships. Donna’s parents
divorced during her high school years,
and Rod’s father and stepfather were
alcoholics. However, despite coming from broken homes, they started
a family.
In high school, Donna realized she
was pregnant. The couple married
and had their first daughter, a healthy
girl named Sarah.

At 20, Donna became pregnant
again, but this time it felt different.
“Back then, we didn’t get ultrasounds, but I knew in my spirit that
something was wrong,” she said. “I
had shared that with (Rod’s) mom.
And she said, ‘I just pray that it’s not,
because I don’t think that he could
accept a child that had a disability.’”
The day before the birth, Rod discussed a previous night’s “Sixty Minutes” episode about disabled children
with his co-workers. He said he didn’t
think he could handle caring for a
child with a handicap.
When she was born, Jessica
seemed to be an unusual gift for
a family with a fear of disabilities.
Barely able to pay living expenses while taking care of their first
daughter, the couple seemed an unlikely candidate for a second child,
especially one with a disability.
The amount of medical attention
she required seemed more than a
young couple living out of a trailer
could provide.
Jessica had spina bifida, a condition where the spine does not close
properly. If not treated, it can render
a child completely unable to care for
himself.
As soon as doctors saw she had a
birth defect, Jessica was rushed to
special hospital that could better
handle her condition, Riley Children’s
Hospital in Indianapolis.
“I remember sitting in that (waiting) room after they had told me, and
I was numb,” Rod said.
The first three weeks of Jessica’s life
consisted of numerous tests. During
one of the many informational meetings the Boatwrights attended, a pediatrician offered the couple a booklet

illustrating in detail the journey that
lay ahead if Rod and Donna chose to
keep their child.
“I want you to know this won’t be
an easy road trying to do this at home,
and the divorce rate is over 98 percent
for families with disabled children,”
their pediatrician said.
Rod took the booklet home that
night and handed it to his aunt, who
was staying at the house. He explained that they could send Jessica
to a home for disabled children.
His aunt threw the booklet away,
telling him that the world’s way of seeing things wasn’t always God’s plan.
God would provide.
Donna and Rod spent the first
months of her life between surgeries
to correct the many health problems
caused by the disconnected spine.
Although the Boatwrights were told
Jessica’s complications could tear
their marriage apart, the trials only
served to strengthen their relationship. It was never easy, but both discovered strength in each other and a
stronger belief in God’s plan. In little
ways, God revealed just how fit they
were to be this girl’s parents.
“Every time we came across something that was bigger than what we
thought we could do, God would
show himself,” Rod said.
What the couple lacked financially, they made up for in love.
Donna wanted to be a doctor before having children. Although Jessica’s medical complications were
difficult to handle, Donna’s interest in the medical field allowed her
to make sure Jessica received the
extra care she needed. Rod, not
having a strong father figure of his
own, modeled his parenting style

KIDNAPPED
Becoming aware of abduction
threat in Latin Ameria
Malaina Yoder
Contributor

The men weren’t even aware they had
kidnapped her.
Taylor freshman Mariela Carolina Sanchez Sanabria was kidnapped outside the front doors of
her high school in Guayana City,
Venezuela, in March 2010. Three
car thieves stole Sanabria’s family car while her father was away
from it, and she was in the back
seat. When her father tried to intervene, they forced him away from
the car and drove away. They didn’t
even notice Sanabria in the back
seat until they drove away.
Sanabria feels fortunate that she
wasn’t harmed while her captors
tried to figure out what to do with
her. She knew that she could be sold
for organs, forced into slavery or held
for ransom.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Kiddnapping survivors, Bella Purcel and Mariela Sanchez Sanabria

“They just put me at gunpoint, but
that’s it,” Sanabria said. “. . . They were
like kids doing that. I think they were
more nervous than me.”
She had a bag over her head for the
two hours before they dropped her
off at a farm about an hour from the
city. Her calm façade finally crumbled

after the traumatizing experience
was over, and she couldn’t remember anyone’s phone number. After 50
minutes, she finally remembered her
family’s number, and her dad came
to get her.
After moving to the U.S. for
school in November 2013, Sanabria

Photograph provided by Donna Boatwright

Rod and Donna Boatwright, their daughter Jessica and her
husband, Scott Justice, pose for a photo at Jessica’s wedding.

off men in his church.
Jessica, now a married woman of
32, remembers her childhood fondly. Rod and Donna never treated her
any differently from her sister. Jessica marvels at how her parents made
marriage look so easy.

Rod and Donna said centering their
relationship around God lead to marital success. They were an unlikely couple to parent a disabled child,
but ended up being the perfect match
for Jessica. Rod’s aunt was right: God
provided in the most miraculous way.

gained a new perspective on safety and protection. She moved away
from her family to attend school on
the south side of Chicago, where
she felt safe walking two blocks on
a poorly lit street.
“The police (in America) will do
something,” she said. “The police do
nothing in Venezuela.”
This story is far from uncommon
in Venezuela and some other Latin
American countries.
“(Kidnapping) is becoming more
and more normal,” Sanabria said.
“We’re not doing anything with it.
They’re just getting used to it.”
Freshman Bella Purcell has also
lived under the threat of kidnapping.
She had to leave Panama because of
a situation involving her grandfather’s military involvement. Because
he was in the military, gang members put Purcell’s family on a list of
families to be targeted, almost like
a hit list. However, Purcell’s family escaped this when they discreetly left the country, lying about their
whereabouts.
“In the month of November, thirty people have disappeared,” said

Bolivian native and freshman Renee
Antezana. “Those are only the cases
that have been reported.”
Antezana is concerned that the
crime rates of Panama and Bolivia
are approaching those of Venezuela.
Sanabria, Purcell and Antezana are
all floored by the safety in America
and surprised by the lack of awareness concerning the situation in
South America.
“The (Venezuelan) government
doesn’t want the world to know what
is going on,” Sanabria said. “In February, we had a civil war and the world
didn’t know.”
It’s vital that more people understand the dangers people have to
face in other countries, and appreciate the kind of protection we have
in America.
“I feel the most important thing
you can have is information,” Purcell
said. “If you have knowledge about it,
you have something to fight with. But
if you don’t even know what’s going
on, how can you fight?”
To learn more about the situation
in Venezuela, search the hashtag
#PrayForVenezuela on Twitter.

“They just put me at gunpoint, but that’s it
. . . . They were like kids doing that. I think
they were more nervous than me.”
Kidnapped
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Faceless bullies unite The Weekly

Nugget

“Chew on this…”

Will Severns
Columnist

Photograph by Christy Aho

New social media causes
trouble at Taylor
Christy Aho
Contributor

A cough broke through the silence
of chapel one October morning, followed by another and another. It
seemed as if people across the auditorium were coughing for no reason
at all. But that was not the case—
they were connected by an underground social network. A post on
Yik Yak said, “Everyone cough in
three, two, one.”
Yik Yak is a new social media app
best described as an anonymous
Twitter. It allows people to write and
view posts within a community defined by a 1.5 mile radius.
App developers Tyler Droll and
Brooks Buffington intended Yik

Yak to be a place for high school
and college students to post and
debate important issues. When a
post is made, others are allowed to
vote or challenge it. You can vote
the post a “yik” or a “yak,” determining if it stays or goes. If a post
receives five yiks, it is immediately
taken down.
“I think it’s just stupid. It’s a place
for people to complain without any
accountability,” junior Shirley Irwin said.
Junior Alexa Brown said that she
has been bullied. She noticed a post
that asked, “Who is the girl with purple hair?” Someone responded to
that post saying, ‘Bambi,’ prompting
someone else to comment, “What the
heck kind of name is that?”
Brown said that she felt hurt by
the remark, but there was nothing to be done since the posts were

anonymous. Other students said they
fell victim to the app also.
“I personally hate the app,” said junior Kelly Wildman. “It just promotes
bullying and because it’s anonymous,
more students post negative things.”
On the Internet, people often say
things they would never say face-toface. The web provides a faceless and
consequence-free way to communicate with others. According to a study
by Rider University’s John Suler, the
anonymity provided by cyberspace allows people to do and say things they
would never do otherwise.
“The effect is caused by the feeling that one is invisible as he or she
moves from one website to another,”
Suler said. “The imagination plays
into online interactions, allowing
people to disassociate from reality
and become a part of the online world
they inhabit.”

Burning Questions
“Give us your stress, your first world problems, your huddled masses yearning to have their burning
questions answered”
Email away your problems:
-dating
-DC food
-roommates who don’t shower

-intrusive cats
-embarrassing encounters
-mawwage

Send them to burningquestionsTU@gmail.com.
Remember: No problem is too stupid. Am I right?

Pumpkin pie, turkey legs and ham:
these are all nicknames I had in elementary school.
I cannot blame my younger self
for the fact that I was what I ate. My
mother’s cooking is out-of-this-world
amazing, and as long as she kept the
groceries coming, my stomach was
faithfully waiting. Seeing as Thanksgiving break is a little over a week
away, I cannot help but wonder what
sort of Turkish Delights she is making right this second. I am excited to
go home for a time of rest, but I will
be honest in saying that, whether it
is Thanksgiving or Christmas break,
these extended homestays scare the
stuffing right out of me.
Weekly Nugget: Start preparing and
praying for your breaks now.
College is exciting because it is our
first time out from under our parents’ roofs. We are greeted with a new
wave of responsibility, which leads to
a sense of independence. This newfound freedom reaches an awkward
tension during times like Thanksgiving or Christmas break. We realize, although we are no longer under their
roofs, we will never leave from under
our parents’ wings.
This is a good thing. I am sure we will
not be able to grasp this reality until we
ourselves are parents, but I will try to
explain by way of personal experience.
Average Taylor students handle
school as their jobs. They straddle the
threshold of the big world. They ride
on the encouragement and respect
of peers. We are becoming adults!
Sweet! I have therefore always struggled with the few weeks in the middle
of the school year when I go back to
being my 16-year-old self: sitting on
the couch, watching endless TV and
sleeping in until noon.
“Mom, I am an adult, quit babying me like I am in middle sch– . . .

is that pumpkin cheesecake? Now
we’re talkin’.”
My explanation may remind you of
the episode where Spongebob wants
to be an adult in the real world (go to
work everyday, grow sideburns) and,
as a result, severs his relationship
with his grandma. Because he is an
adult, he no longer needs grandma’s
cookies, kisses or bedtime stories. He
ultimately finds out that outgrowing
those amenities would be a tragedy.
There is truth in the Spongebob example, but it is not the full meat of
this week’s Nugget.
I hope you do relax and watch
movies this break. I hope you do enjoy bountiful feasts and post-meal
naps. But my greatest prayer for Taylor students is that this rest would
not plummet you into a laziness that
jeopardizes the men and women of
respect we long to become. Walk in
integrity these coming breaks.
“ Whoever walks in integrity
walks securely, but he who makes
his ways crooked will be found out.”
Proverbs 10:9
Try not to put yourself in a position to fail. Instead of sitting around
the house all day, think of an old high
school friend you could meet up with
and share meaningful conversation. Go
on a walk. Complete different chores
around the house unprompted—
take out trash, clean the kitchen, rake
leaves—without being told to every
other second. Pray God would give you
a heart to serve and be fully present.
Because the days are evil (Ephesians 5:15–16), make the best of your
time. I encourage you to sign up for
Paul Tripp’s free Daily Thanksgiving
Devotional at www.crossway.org. Stay
accountable with other TU friends.
The enemy uses laziness to his advantage, but we know a God who never sleeps.
Will Severns is a senior living in Breu.
He wants to give a quick shoutout to
the one working water-nozzle in the
DC that has literally put the campus
on its back.

Humans of Upland #TaylorU’s
“For broomball I was ’90s mom
for 7 hours and I had twenty one
kids.” –Jordy Roberts

Echograms #TaylorU

TOP
TWEETS

Photograph by Lindsay Robinson

Ellen Hershberger @
 ellen_hersh
Nothing makes me feel more
like I have my life together than
registering for classes #tayloru
#jterm2015 #spring2015
Caleb Grubb @GrubbyC
Nothing better than using the word
“ﬂourish” and to see the eye rolls
#tayloru #buzzword
Ryan Monson @
 TheRyanMonson
And the ﬁrst snow of the year is
here. The end is nigh #tayloru
#apocalypse
Elyse Horb @
 elyse_____
My guy friends don’t ask me on
pick a dates but at least they ask
me if i can host their sisters when
they visit #tayloru
Sara Andler @sara_andler13
God works through the pain. Thank
you @Nicole_Bromley for sharing
with us at @tayloru today. #tayloru
#BreakTheSilence

@jay_dubbzzzz: Irresistable. #irresistable
#roomies #tayloru #tutrojans #2NE

@gerardolala: These two kids killing it in the music room.
Watch out MyGen! They be coming!! #TaylorU #Music

Kristy Meissner @
 Kmeis14
Well I can oﬃcially cross oﬀ
“waking up 15 mins before a class
with a test” oﬀ my TU bucket list
#tayloru

A&E

“I really believe that hope is the truth. That
love will prevail, that there is a God in the
universe, that even when my brain is telling
me that things are bad that doesn’t mean it’s
the truth.”
Flying solo

TheEchoNews.com

A topsy-turvy ‘Tartuffe’

Tartuffe (senior Lucas Sweitzer) fails to seduce Elmire (junior Morgan Turner) in “Tartuffe.”

Latest theater production
crazy, relevant and fun
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Sometimes the best comedies relate
complicated truths, things the characters (and the audience) don’t want
to confront. Hypocrisy, artificiality,
immaturity: all of these are present
in “Tartuffe,” a raucous 17th century
French comedy and the latest production from Taylor University Theatre.
Written by playwright Molière in
1664, “Tartuffe” follows a religious
hypocrite and his manipulation of a
rich man’s family. Made accessible to

the audience under the direction of
Tracy Manning, “Tartuffe” encourages
its actors to overact their characters,
using large and dramatic gestures.
Even with a run time of around two
and a half hours there’s not a dull moment. Truly an actor’s showcase, the
performers excel in their performances. Junior Zach Cook steals the show
as the clueless head of the household
Orgon, totally under the influence of
religious hack and and houseguest
Tartuffe’s piety while everyone else is
immune. His puffed-up musical entrances are a definite highlight.
Junior Morgan Turner plays along
well as Orgon’s wife Elmire, and junior Tamara Peachy entertainingly

November 14, 2014
Sweitzer does not disappoint: his Tartuffe is smarmy, wormy and disgusting, oozing insincerity at every turn.
His performance emphasizes to the
audience how stupid and shallow a
person can be to believe in his lies.
Viewing his transparent religious attitudes and lecherous attempted
liasons with Elmire gives the audience more reason to have delightful
distate in the characters. How can
some people be so stupid? Apparently these people are, and the audience
is encouraged to laugh at their idiocy and marvel in the consequences
that follow.
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caked-on makeup and twisty beards.
The delicious irony of the play reveals that while Tartuffe truly is an
awful, despicable character, the other characters aren’t much better. For
all the talk of virtue, no one is virtuous. Orgon is aggravating in his denial of Tartuffe’s actions and extremely
prideful; Pernelle acts superficial and
haughty; Dorine is a terrible gossip
and Mariane and Damis are annoying and immature.
Only the characters of Cléante and
Valere, Mariane’s betrothed, come off
as normal characters, but in the end,
they are hypocrites like the rest. It’s

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

annoys as the haughty and oblivious
Madame Pernelle. Junior Carter Perry generates big laughs as the stupid
and immature son Damis. Meanwhile
freshman Jenna VanWeelden evokes
little sympathy as spoiled daughter
Mariane. The rest of the cast, particularly sophomore Alexis Colon as maid
Dorine and senior Keith Cantrell as
the rational brother Cléante, provide
vital supporting roles.
Senior Lucas Sweitzer commands
the stage as the title character. Although not entering until the play’s
midpoint, the talk surrounding the
character’s sleazy actions builds up
the hype until the manipulator arrives in all his glory (or lack of). And

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

The set of “Tartuffe” is zany, purple and has as much character as the actors.

Modern touches added to the production bring the play to the 21st
century. An indie dance soundtrack
highlights the fun and absurdity of the
play, and flashing lights complement
chase sequences.
The set is a character in its own
right: a mix of Dr. Seuss and a 1950s
penthouse, complete with a crazy purple glass cup chandelier. It
watches the wacky proceedings and
interacts at unexpected moments.
Characters’ costumes look like they
came straight out of the Capitol in
“The Hunger Games” with crazy hair,

wonderful to watch the characters
implode, and even though the play
ends on a happy note, no one’s sins
are redeemed. That may seem terrible for any other play, but in “Tartuffe”
you’re too busy laughing to care.
“Tartuffe” runs Friday, Saturday and
Nov. 21-22 at 8 p.m. and Sunday Nov. 16 and
23 at 2 p.m. in Mitchell Theatre. Tickets are
$7 for TU students and $10 for faculty. For
the public, tickets are $12 for adults, $10
for students and $8 for seniors. Tickets are
available at the Box Office or by emailing
boxoffice@taylor.edu or calling
765-998-5289.

Flying solo From Earth to the stars
Taylor alum continues rise
in indie music community
Austin Lindner
Staff Writer

She stands alone before each crowded
bar or venue in a tangle of cables and
electronic equipment. She has only
one pair of hands, but when she starts
to sing, an entire synth band accompanies her. She weaves loops of music together as she plays the flute and
beatboxes, her hands flying across the
knobs of her loop machine while her
feet work the pedals.
Taylor alum Angela Sheik is a solo
act, but listening to her, you would
never know it.
Since the release of her solo debut
EP “Songs from the Red Box” in 2011,
Sheik has quickly begun to make a
name for herself in the world of electronic pop. She was the grand prize
winner of the BOSS Loop Station U.S.
National Finals and ended as a finalist at the world championships in
Frankfurt, Germany. She’s opened for
renowned artists like Neon Trees and
Julia Holter as well as released three
albums to date.
Sheik refers to herself as a musical
innovator, rather than simply a singer, alluding to the unorthodox way she
performs. Instead of using pre-recorded tracks or a full band to accompany
her, the singer-songwriter mixes her
music live, stacking layers of vocals,
rhythms and harmonies in front of
her audience.
Although Sheik is constantly experimenting with synth and sound, she
comes from a background of classical
music training. At Taylor, she majored

in music education with a minor in
flute performance. After graduating in
1999, Sheik explored the tools of electronic music when she saw guitarist
Phil Keaggy perform on stage with a
loop machine.
“I was immediately fascinated, so I
went out and bought a little loop station,” Sheik said. “It was a frustrating
experience because it wasn’t a very
good loop station . . . so I always used
it as an auxiliary piece. It was never
really the focal point. And that was
my gateway.”
As Sheik continued to practice on
the loop machine, it soon became a
centerpiece in her live performances, as well as other electronic instruments such as the theremin, which is
controlled without physical contact.
Sheik states that her third album,
“Home Before Dark,” finally approaches the type of sound she’s always wanted. The album is largely electronic,
driven by punching beats and bass and
filled with unique, memorable lyrics.
“I’m trying to find a balance between
honesty and hope,” Sheik said. “And if
I’m honest about the things that go
through my head, they’re pretty dark.
But just because it’s honest doesn’t
mean it’s the truth. I really believe that
hope is the truth. That love will prevail, that there is a God in the universe,
that even when my brain is telling me
that things are bad that doesn’t mean
it’s the truth.”
Sheik is currently on tour in the
Northeast, bringing her unique performances to venues throughout New
York and Pennsylvania. As always she
will be alone on stage, but her music
will speak louder than a crowd.

Photograph provided by Joe del Tufo

Taylor alum Angela Sheik performs her signature solo act.

Photograph provided by zoom-picture.fr

Christopher Nolan’s “Interstellar” is visually stunning but struggles to handle its themes with grace.

‘Interstellar’ grasps for
answers but overreaches
David Seaman
A&E Editor

In an early scene from Christopher Nolan’s latest brain puzzler “Interstellar,”
Matthew McConaughey’s character
laments the loss of space curiosity.
“We used to look up at the sky and
wonder at our place in the stars,” he
reflects. “Now, we just look down and
worry about our place in the dirt.”
Part call for space travel, part examination of love in an age of science and
part awe-inspiring epic, “Interstellar” is
a trippy, mind-bending, far-out mess.
It’s crazy in its ambitions and as nutty as it is stimulating. But in this chaos of overreaching ideas and theories
is a solid, thoughtful film that teaches
us to reach for the stars. It is the cold
vastness of space that we find our most
human and earthly truths.
Sometime in the Earth’s future, a severe crop blight and growing dust bowl
have rendered the planet almost uninhabitable. The governments of Earth
are convinced that the world can eventually be saved. But the true answer, it
seems, lies in the stars.
“We’re not meant to save the world,”
says Professor Brand (Michael Caine),
an elderly NASA physicist. “We’re meant
to leave it.”
With a strategy to save mankind
by transporting Earth’s population
through a recent wormhole, Brand
readies to send his best pilot, Cooper (McConaughey), into space.

Surrounded by a team of researchers
and robot assistants, Cooper must
leave behind his children and confront
the dangers of interstellar travel in order to find a new home for humankind.
Nolan just doesn’t present the stars
but immerses the audience in them.
Nolan filmed with 70mm IMAX cameras, which reveal the majesty of space
on the big screen. Visual, computer-animated effects mesh well with more
practical effects, particularly incredible
models used to create the spacecraft
used in the film. Effects seamlessly invent the creative, artificially intelligent
robots TARS and CASE, allowing for
comic relief. The result overall is a place
where old ideas lead to new possibilities, a space that feels real, grainy and
unpolished--an imperfect universe.
This is a serious film: people die,
dreams fade and the fate of humanity is always on the minds of the space
travelers. The emphasis on all of this
means the stakes are high, increasing
the intensity. A nerve-wracking docking scene and visit to a liquid planet
keep the viewer on edge and are meant
to be experienced in theaters for full
effect.
But the greatest effect here is not the
wormhole, icy, watery planets or robot
helpers. In a universe full of gaseous
stars it’s the human ones that stand
out. Extremely talented actors such
as McConaughey, Caine, Anne Hathaway, Casey Affleck and a surprise guest
bring their best to the production.
McConaughey in particular gives
one of the best performances of his career, the apex of his revival as a serious
actor. Watch the scene where he listens
to his children’s messages after a few
years in space. The emotional reaction
of Cooper is sudden and heartbreaking, and it lands and earns a simple,

honest impact.
But in place of the simple much of
the time Nolan strives for the complex. The director desperately wants
this film to be the next “2001: A Space
Odyssey” but forgets that film didn’t
lecture to the audience about its intentions. “2001” let its grandiose themes
speak for themselves through subtlety and visuals, not dialogue, which is
where “Interstellar” struggles. Hathaway’s character introduces a line of
exposition that, while a part of the underlying theme of the film, feels jarring
and unnecessary wordy. Subtlety is not
the strong suit of “Interstellar,” and the
dialogue suffers because of it.
The characters don’t talk naturally about their experience; more often
than not, they seem to be trying to explain things to a confused audience.
The themes aren’t the problems here:
they are pretty common ones, such as
love and courage. The problem is that
the themes are wrapped up in an overly
analytical film.
The pure awe and visuality of “Interstellar” drives the story and makes
it a very entertaining film. But the jargon-laden expository dialoguedialogue
and ideas wrapped in space jargon desperately trying to be spelled out to the
audience left me a bit cold.
Still, Nolan should be commended for his ambition, even if the execution is a bit muddled. You can’t deny
the power this kind of film can have on
an audience. After my showing, people
lingered in the theater lobby, excitingly
trying to piece together what happened
and dissect the black holes, dimensions
and space travel. “Interstellar” drives
you to discussion, to reach for its story
as well as the stars. You won’t get that
out of most other blockbusters.

OPINIONS

These operations are supposed to give a safe
and effective choice to women who don’t have
the desire or resources to care for children.
Death by sterilization
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Death to the
death penalty
America should join ranks
of nations to abolish
capital punishment
David Adams
Co-Editor in Chief

Convicted murderer Clayton D. Lockett was scheduled to be executed via
lethal injection in April. Oklahoma
officials planned to use an untested
cocktail of drugs, due to difficulties
obtaining the standard drugs, according to the New York Times.
The execution went badly awry.
Lockett experienced vein failure during the injection of the first
drug, a sedative. Witnesses reported Lockett may not have been fully unconscious while the second
and third drugs, one intended to
paralyze his body and the other
to stop his heart, were administered. At least one of the witnesses said Lockett raised his head
and groaned.

Co-Editors in Chief
David Adams
Erika Norton

Design Editor
Matthew Morse

Online Editor
Erika Nord

Photography Editor
Shannon Smagala

Assistant Online/
Science & Tech Editor
Hillarie Hazelton

News Editors
Ally Horine
Julia Oller

World/National Editor
Joe Friedrichsen

Life & Times/
Features Editors
Erin Fuhr
Lindsay Robinson

Arts & Entertainment
Editor
David Seaman

Opinions Editor
Adam Kelly

Sports Editor
Chris Yingling

Copy Chief
Wren Haynes

Photojournalist
Katelyn S. Irons

Staff Writers
Gracie Fairfax
Lexie Owen
Austin Lindner

Sports Writer
Kyle Keck

Staff Photographers
Josh Adams
Mindy Wildman
Kristie Calamos

Designers
Drew Hanagan
Gabby Edwards
Eric Castiglia
Nysha Chen

Copy Editors
Helen Wilbers
Nichole Parks
Becca Schriner

Advertisement Team
Manager – Taylor Hillegonds
Alissa Deffenbaugh
Chelsea Sweet
Andrea Baker
Claudia Viscarra

Distribution Managers
Jessi Arbuckle
Julia Willey

Subscriptions Manager
Nico Ramos

Fa c u lt y A d v i s e r
Donna Downs

•
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student Journalists have published The Echo weekly since
1913, except for January term, exam week, and holidays.
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo is printed by HNE printers in Greenfield, Ind. The
Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave. (765) 998-5359
Upland, IN 46989-1001 Echo@Taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2014

A review of the execution by the
Oklahoma Department of Public
Safety (ODPS) found the drugs killed
Lockett as intended, but there were
a number of flaws in the execution
process. The ODPS made recommendations—like better training for executioners or maintaining additional
supplies of the drugs—to improve its
process for future executions.
Instead of fixing the death penalty like Oklahoma, it’s time for
America to end it—for good—and
for Christians to join the call for
its execution.
The federal government and
32 states maintain death penalty
statutes, according to the Death
Penalty Information Center. However, the U.S. is one of only 20 U.N.
member states that executed criminals in 2013, Amnesty International Reported. No other country in
the Americas, or any in Europe, executed a criminal last year.
Despite the clear international trend against capital punishment, more than 60 percent of
Americans still support it, Gallup
reported in surveys conducted in
October. Americans cite the lower cost of execution compared to
life in prison, the deterrent effect
of the death penalty on would-be
criminals and the “eye-for-an-eye”
principle as their top reasons for
supporting capital punishment.
Each reason collapses upon
closer examination.

Photograph provided by California Dpartment of Corrections and Rehabiliation via Flickr

Capital punishment, most often carried out via lethal injection on a table like this one, is inhumane and should be abolished.

Criminals on death row wait
years for their executions, with
their lengthy appeals, guaranteed by law, driving up the legal
fees of their punishments. A 2012
study in California found that the
state’s death penalty system cost
the state over $4 billion since
1978. The study’s authors concluded eliminating the death penalty
would save the state $5 billion
over the next two decades.
Similar studies discovered that
trials involving capital punishment cost three to 10 times as
much as non-capital trials.
The deterrent effect of the death
penalty, another main reason
Americans support the punishment, is oft claimed but only tenuously supported.
Law professors John Blume of
Cornell University and Jeffrey Fagan of Columbia University testified before the New York State
Assembly that research indicates
the death penalty does not deter

murder. Fagan said murder was a
multifaceted crime and that potential murderers were unlikely
to be aware of executions in their
states, much less be influenced
by them.
More Americans cite the “eyefor-an-eye” principle—the notion
that death is the only punishment
severe enough for a convicted
murderer—than any other as the
reason they support the death
penalty. No empirical evidence
can defeat this retributive notion,
but perhaps biblical consideration
may provoke Christians to rethink
their views.
The Old Testament legal system
rests heavily on capital punishment—for heinous crimes against
man, like rape and murder, as well
as crimes against God’s holiness.
Paul seems to support the notion
of the death penalty in Romans
and Acts, deferring to the state’s
authority to punish its citizens.
Yet, as Bible Gateway ’s Andy

Rau pointed out, the biblical story centers on God offering redemption to those who do not
deserve it. Should Christians support a penalty so severe it negates
any possibility of reconciliation
between a criminal and his victims—or worse, between a criminal and God?
Absent a strong biblical mandate, financial incentive or deterrent benefit, capital punishment
can only be seen as an act of retribution. If offering reprieve to
America’s 3,000 death row inmates—even reprieve through
commuting their sentences to
life imprisonment—gives even
one of them the chance to seek
forgiveness from God or man, the
end of the death penalty would
be validated.
Killing the death penalty defends life, ministers reconciliation and prevents unjust man from
dealing ultimate punishment.

Mythbusters: contraceptives edition
Clearing the air on
contraceptives
Olivia Jessup
Contributor

I respect Taylor for wanting
to stand its ground on what
it believes is right. I hope Taylor and the other universities
opposing the Health and Human Services (HHS) mandate
on contraceptives can come
to an agreement that doesn’t
compromise Taylor’s morals or cost too much money.
That said, a lot of this conflict
comes from misinformation
I would like to help clear up.

Myth #1: Birth control is all
about sex.
Although the main issue with the HHS mandate
is emergency contraception, I would also argue that
provision for birth control

is necessary. I am on birth
control even though I’m
not sexually active. I need
birth control for my health.
I wouldn’t take it if I didn’t
need it. Birth control helps
me (along with many other women) manage my period and period symptoms
like mood swings, acne, and
cramps. If I didn’t take birth
control, I would have a lot of
health problems that I don’t
need to describe.
My case is not uncommon. Around 18 percent of
U.S. women ages 15 to 44 use
birth control, totaling about
11.2 million women. Of this
percentage, 14 percent of
pill users (1.5 million) use it
solely for non-contraceptive
reasons, according to statistics from the Guttmacher Institute. This doesn’t
factor in women who use it
for both contraceptive and

non-contraceptive reasons.
In fact, when that is considered, 58 percent say they rely
on birth control for reasons
other than pregnancy prevention alone.
Moreover, birth control can
cost a lot of money. It costs
anywhere from $15 to $50
per month according to U.S.
News & World Report. That
adds up over a year, and not
everyone—including those
who need it—can afford it.
This is why insurance for
birth control is so important.
Under the ACA, birth control
becomes far more affordable
and provides safe and affordable reproductive health.

Myth #2: Plan B is an abortion pill.
This one seems to be the
main problem. Some people
call it an abortion pill. However, research shows that this

Death by sterilization
Unsanitary
conditions cause for
concern in India’s
sterilization camps
Adam Kelly

Opinions Editor

Would you be willing to give
up having children forever
for $23?
India’s sterilization program to slow population
growth is second only to China’s. Mobile clinics are put up
all over India, many in poor
areas, to handle these sterilization procedures. Women
are offered 1,400 rupees to
have the operation. According to cost-of-living database
Numbeo, that is enough for
these women to pay for food
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for a week, or buy six McDonald’s combo meals. It
wouldn’t even cover a pair
of shoes.
Let’s say you average $4 a
drink from Starbucks. That
$23 would allow you to purchase just under six drinks.
That isn’t all. The clinics used for the procedures
are not clean, sterile or safe.
According to CNN.com, one
doctor recently operated on
83 women in six hours. The
procedures average about
four minutes each.
That is not enough time
to sterilize the area for the
operation, provide anesthesia, complete the operation
safely and ensure its quality.
Many women suffer complications from the procedure
and have to be hospitalized.

Thirteen women have died
since their procedures
on Saturday.

These operations are
supposed to give a safe
and effective choice to
women who don’t have
the desire or resources
to care for children.
At least the government
has set a limit on procedures
allowed per day per doctor
to 30, according to CNN. Really? Thirty surgeries for one
doctor in a day is still too
many. But health administrators push for doctors to
perform the procedures. India pays doctors per surgery
and pressures them to do as

is simply not true. Let’s talk
science.
Pregnancy occurs when the
sperm fertilizes the egg, and
the egg implants in the uterine lining. This combination
is where many argue that life
begins.
Both Plan B and ella can
be taken up to three to four
days after unprotected sex.
Depending on where a woman is in her cycle, it can either
prevent ovulation (the release
of the egg) or fertilization. In
some cases it can also prevent implantation.
Plan B doesn’t work if a
person is already pregnant.
Let me say that again. Plan B
doesn’t work if a person is already pregnant. Although less
is known about ella, it doesn’t
seem to do much to an existing pregnancy either. These
pills may be incredibly helpful for preventing pregnancy

in rape victims.
In contrast, there is an
abortive pill on the market
called RU-486, or Mifeprex.
RU-486 is not a part of the
HHS mandate. This pill prevents implantation, which
is necessary for a sustained
pregnancy. It is not advertised
as pregnancy prevention but
as pregnancy termination.
Contraceptives are about
safe sex for both parties, not
just preventing pregnancy.
It’s about health—women’s
health. Using contraceptives
for birth control purposes
can actually prevent abortions. This explains why we
need good sex education.
We can’t necessarily stop
youth from having sex. But
we can educate people about
potential risks and how to
minimize them. If Taylor really wants to prevent unwanted
pregnancies and abortions,
maybe supporting contraception education and use would
be a better route.

many as possible.
The Human Rights Law
Network, a group that focuses on reproductive rights,
stated the camps where the
procedures take place often
don’t have either running water, electricity or enough staff
to make the operations safe.
These camps pop up because
contraceptives are too expensive and hard to get in the remote areas.
Sterilization provides a way
to limit population growth
and save resources for those
already using the limited resources. These operations are
supposed to give a safe and
effective choice to women
who don’t have the desire or
resources to care for children.
These procedures, and the
way the government intimidates women to have them
done, are sickening. Women should have free choice,

rather than being forced or
bribed into surgery. According to WebMD.com, male operations are easier to do, or
contraceptives would provide a safer alternative to
these sterilizations. India
could also use all the money they give to the doctors,
health workers and women having the operations to
help the poorer areas of India.
The money could go toward
contraceptives, food, shelters
and new jobs for families in
the poverty-stricken areas.
Such action would improve
more lives than operations
ever could.
It is time to take a stand on
life and on health conditions.
These women need help. Engender Health is a non-profit
organization that helps with
this issue. Support them and
donate money. It is a matter
of life and death.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by contributing an editorial to Adam_Kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday
at 5 p.m. Submissions are final and will be edited for content and clarity. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

Down 25–24 in what could have been the final volley
of the season, a huge dig from Arvin kept the Trojans
alive in a 25–25 tie. Two well-placed kills narrowly
saved Taylor from disaster as the Trojans took set
four 27–25.
Trojans spike Lancers
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One goal short

PREVIEW

Football
Schedule

11/15 Saint Francis 1:00 P.M.

Men’s Basketball
Schedule

11/15 Cincinnati-Clermont (A) 4:00 P.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

11/15 Roosevelt (A) 1:00 P.M.
11/18 Wilberforce (A) 7:00 P.M.

Volleyball
Schedule

11/15 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 7:00 P.M.
(Crossroads League Championship)
Photograph by Josh Adams

Seniors Tim Miller, Danny Cawley and Tim Daniels played their last Taylor soccer game in Saturday’s loss to Goshen. Despite outshooting Goshen 15-8, no Trojan could find a goal.

Trojans stunned by Goshen
in league semifinals

Maple Leafs entered the match as the
sixth-seed and took down the Trojans’
defense with a late second-half toe
Kyle Keck
poke in traffic.
Goshen’s goal was a product of minSports Writer
imal opportunities as Taylor only alThe Taylor men’s soccer team fell to lowed eight shots total. For Taylor,
the Goshen Maple Leafs 1–0 in the bouncing back from the 1–0 deficit
Crossroads League semifinal Satur- was too tall a task.
day night, ending the Trojans’ season.
“They are a tough defensive team
The No. 2-seeded Trojans could not and they found a way to finish one
catch a break when none of their 15 of the few chances they got,” senior
shots found the back of the net. The Tim Miller said. “When they scored

in the second half, it was difficult for
us to break them down in the remaining time left.”
The Trojans finished their season with a 13–6 record, 7–2 in
Crossroads League play. Taylor
went into the tournament on a
hot streak, winning five of its last
six matches. The team began to
peak at the right point of the season, but Goshen’s lone goal was
enough to punch Taylor’s ticket
home in shocking fashion.

“I was in shock after we lost; I
couldn’t believe it,” senior Danny
Cawley said. “I fully expected us to
get to the conference final this year
and knew we were good enough to
make a run. It was tough because in
games like that you need a bit of a
break, but it didn’t happen, and they
executed their game plan well.”
Goshen will move on to face Indiana Wesleyan in the Crossroads
League finals game, a match that Taylor strived toward all season.

Though the Trojans tripped up earlier than they hoped, the season’s exciting journey was unforgettable for
the seniors.
“This year was a great year that I
will never forget,” Miller said. “We
had a lot of success on the field that
we can be proud of. I will always
share a special bond with the other seniors, and I feel like we have
grown to all be brothers throughout the process.”

Trojans spike

Lancers

Trojans headed to finals
after upset of rival Grace
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

Photograph by Josh Adams

Alex Berends recorded her fastest time of the season on Saturday, breaking Taylor’s home course record.

Finishing strong
Cross country teams
dominate with strong
showings at Crossroads
League Championship
Lincoln Reed
Contributor

The Taylor cross country teams both
advanced to the NAIA Nationals after
the women’s team placed first and the
men’s team second in the Crossroads
League Championship on Saturday.
Led by freshman Alex Berends, the
No. 15-ranked Taylor women’s team
placed eight runners in the top 15
of the race. Berends, seniors Allison
Steinbeck and Elaine Schmeltz, juniors Jane Hawks and Anissa Richards, sophomore Anna Meyer and
freshman Andrea Foster all finished
with their fastest times of the season.
“I think one of the big things was
how tight our pack was,” said head
coach Quinn White.
Berends was named the Crossroads
League Female Runner of the Week
and claimed a new season record and
Taylor University course record with
a time of 17:55.9. The first-place finish
on Saturday was the fourth out of five
outings for Berends this fall.
“This year, I’ve really learned to
have peace while I’m running,” Berends said. “In high school, I would
really tense up before races and get
really nervous. This year, (White)
has helped me focus more and I’ve

been concentrating more on staying relaxed and not being afraid of
the pain. I really think that helps me
run better.”
White credited the first-place finish to Berends and the team’s senior
leadership as crucial factors in Saturday’s victory.
“Alex winning the race definitely
helped to get the number one spot,”
White said. “I think the senior leadership definitely played a big factor.
They kept people relaxed. They kept
people focused.”
Saturday’s performance raised the
women’s team to No. 9 in the final regular season NAIA Top-25 Poll.
The Taylor men’s team captured
second place in the Crossroads
League Championship behind No.
5-ranked Indiana Wesleyan.
Sophomore Matt Hall led the Trojans. Hall held first place for the majority of the race before finishing
second with a time of 25:42.6.
“Matt has had a fantastic season,”
said head coach Lance Vanderberg.
“He has been running very consistently. He has a tremendous mindset with
racing. He enters the races very relaxed but focused.”
Senior Zach Warner followed Hall
with a tenth place 26:38:2 finish, and
senior Ethan Evans finished in eleventh place at 26:40.7. Hall, Warner
and Evans were all named to the 2014
All-Crossroads League Team.
“Everyone stepped up and we’ve had

a lot of depth this season,” Hall said.
“Whenever a guy doesn’t have a good
race, another guy would step up.”
Freshman Tyler Koteskey stepped
up big for the Trojans by finishing
22nd with his personal best of 27:07.4.
Sophomore Aaron Scott finished 31st
with 27:29.2 to wrap up Taylor’s top
five runners on Saturday.
“As a team, I think everybody raised
their level of excellence when we
needed to,” Vanderberg said. “The
race was . . . a big battle in the middle portion of the race. . . . Our team
as a whole stepped up in the second
half of the race and particularly the
last mile and a half.”
Both the men’s and women’s teams
will conclude their season in Lawrence, Kan. for the NAIA Nationals
on Nov. 22.

In an action-packed nailbiter, the
Taylor volleyball team upset No.
2-seed Grace on the road in the
Crossroads league semifinal match.
Grace bolted out to a fast start
against the Trojans, taking the
first set 25–20. The Trojans looked
out of sync and had a few mental flubs in the first set, recording
service errors and not getting under digs.
Taylor would not lay down, storming back in set two 25–17 on the
back of Taylor’s improved offensive game. Junior setter Julia Wiley
put the offense in prime position to
come back into the match, providing hitting opportunities for senior
hitter Jackie Close and freshman
hitter Rachel Bouma.
The Lancers rediscovered their
groove in the third set, pulling out a
25–17 victory. Grace’s threatening offense forced the Trojans into potentially their last set of the season.
Taylor and Grace played evenly
in a dramatic fourth set with neither team giving an inch. Despite
being down by three late in the set,
the Trojans played off a few key
digs by senior libero Kelsey Arvin
to fight back.
Down 25–24 in what could have
been the final volley of the season,
a huge dig from Arvin kept the Trojans alive in a 25–25 tie. Two wellplaced kills narrowly saved Taylor
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Julia Willey recorded 44
assists for the Trojans.

from disaster as the Trojans took
set four 27–25.
Forcing the fifth set provided the
necessary momentum to finish off
the Lancers. Taylor jumped out to
an 8–5 lead in the fifth set and never looked back, taking the final set
15–11.
Close led the Trojans with 17 kills
while Bouma had 13 and sophomore
Kelly Arnold found 12. Arvin led all
Trojans with 29 kills, and Wiley recorded 44 assists.
Taylor now looks toward the
Crossroads League Championship
against Indiana Wesleyan on Saturday. The match will be at IWU at
7 p.m.

Athlete of the Week

Jackie Close
Year

Senior

Hometown

Munroe Falls, Ohio

Position

Hitter

Pump-Up Song

“Rather Be” by Clean Bandit

Funniest teammate

Rachel McKinney

Favorite volleyball memory

Nationals and Daytona trip

Key stat

17 kills against Bethel
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